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Message to the Congress 
Transmitting the Japan-United 
States Social Security Agreement 

November 17, 2004

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the Social 

Security Act, as amended by the Social Secu-
rity Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 95–
216, 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), I transmit here-
with the Agreement between the United 
States of America and Japan on Social Secu-
rity, which consists of two separate instru-
ments: a principal agreement and an admin-
istrative arrangement. The Agreement was 
signed at Washington on February 19, 2004. 

The United States-Japan Agreement is 
similar in objective to the social security 
agreements already in force with Australia, 
Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Finland, 
France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, 
Korea, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Nor-
way, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
and the United Kingdom. Such bilateral 
agreements provide for limited coordination 
between the United States and foreign social 
security systems to eliminate dual social secu-
rity coverage and taxation, and to help pre-
vent the lost benefit protection that can 
occur when workers divide their careers be-
tween two countries. The United States-
Japan Agreement contains all provisions 
mandated by section 233 and other provi-
sions which I deem appropriate to carry out 
the purposes of section 233, pursuant to sec-
tion 233(c)(4). 

I also transmit for the information of the 
Congress a report prepared by the Social Se-
curity Administration explaining the key 
points of the Agreement, along with a para-
graph-by-paragraph explanation of the provi-
sions of the principal agreement and the re-
lated administrative arrangement. Annexed 
to this report is the report required by sec-
tion 233(e)(1) of the Social Security Act, a 
report on the effect of the Agreement on in-
come and expenditures of the United States 
Social Security program and the number of 
individuals affected by the Agreement. 

The Department of State and the Social 
Security Administration have recommended 
the Agreement and related documents to me. 

I commend to the Congress the United 
States-Japan Social Security Agreement and 
related documents. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
November 17, 2004.

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Report on the 
Squirrel River in Alaska 
November 17, 2004

To the Congress of the United States: 
I transmit herewith the enclosed study, 

findings, and report for the Squirrel River 
in Alaska. The report and my recommenda-
tions are submitted pursuant to my authority 
under Article II, section 3, of the Constitu-
tion of the United States, and consistent with 
section 5(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers 
(WSR) Act, Public Law 90–542, as amended. 
The Squirrel River suitability study was au-
thorized by Public Law 96–487 (Alaska Na-
tional Interest Lands Conservation Act). 

The study conducted by the Bureau of 
Land Management determined that all 100 
miles of the river are nonsuitable for inclu-
sion in the National WSR System. Consistent 
with the study, I recommend that the Con-
gress take no action to designate the river. 
The withdrawal provided by section 5(a) of 
the WSR Act would expire within 3 years 
of the date of this message (unless other ac-
tion is taken by the Congress). Approximately 
81,501 acres of State-selected lands would be 
opened to mineral entry although mineral 
potential has been assessed as very low and 
there are no past or active mining claims. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
November 17, 2004.

Remarks at the Dedication of the 
William J. Clinton Presidential 
Center and Park in Little Rock, 
Arkansas 
November 18, 2004

President Clinton, Senator Clinton, Presi-
dent Carter and Mrs. Carter, President Bush 
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and Mother—[laughter]—Governor and 
Mrs. Huckabee, distinguished guests, ladies 
and gentlemen: Laura and I are really 
pleased to be a part of this happy and historic 
occasion. On this day of dedication, we honor 
the man from Hope, Arkansas, who became 
the 42d President of the United States. Mr. 
President, congratulations. 

This Presidential library chronicles a vivid 
era in American history for the benefit of fu-
ture generations. It will contribute to the vi-
tality of this fine city and to the great State 
of Arkansas. The collections here record the 
dedication and hard work of thousands who 
brought talent and idealism to public service. 
And at the center of that era, at the head 
of that administration was an able and ener-
getic American. President Bill Clinton led 
our country with optimism and a great affec-
tion for the American people, and that affec-
tion has been returned. He gave all to his 
job, and the Nation gave him two terms. 

In the early 1990s, the American people 
saw a young, well-spoken, relatively unknown 
Governor rise to national prominence. Yet 
for decades here in Arkansas, the signs of 
destiny were clear. When young William en-
tered a new school in the fourth grade, a 
classmate recalls, ‘‘He didn’t mean to, but 
he just took the place over.’’ [Laughter] 
When Governor Clinton declared his can-
didacy for President in this city, his close 
friends were not surprised in the least. 
They’d always known that Bill Clinton’s mo-
ment in history would come. 

Arkansas is a State that knows political skill 
when you see it. A fellow in Saline County 
was asked by his son why he liked Governor 
Clinton so much. He said, ‘‘Son, he’ll look 
you in the eye. He’ll shake your hand. He’ll 
hold your baby. He’ll pet your dog—all at 
the same time.’’ [Laughter] 

Over the years, Bill Clinton showed him-
self to be much more than a good politician. 
His home State elected him the Governor 
in the 1970s, the 1980s, and the 1990s be-
cause he was an innovator, a serious student 
of policy, and a man of great compassion. 
In the White House, the whole Nation wit-
nessed his brilliance and his mastery of de-
tail, his persuasive power, and his persist-
ence. The President is not the kind to give 
up a fight. His staffers were known to say, 

‘‘If Clinton were the Titanic, the iceberg 
would sink.’’ [Laughter] 

During his Presidency, Bill Clinton seized 
important opportunities on issues from wel-
fare to free trade. He was a tireless champion 
of peace in the Middle East. He used Amer-
ican power in the Balkans to confront aggres-
sion and halt ethnic cleansing. And in all his 
actions and decisions, the American people 
sensed a deep empathy for the poor and the 
powerless. Shortly before leaving office, 
President Clinton said, ‘‘Christ admonished 
us that our lives will be judged by how we 
do unto the least of our neighbors.’’ Through-
out his career, Bill Clinton has done his best 
to live up to that standard, and Americans 
respect him for it. 

At every stage of his remarkable life, Presi-
dent Clinton has made and kept countless 
friends, who share in the joy of this day. And 
three people in particular have the largest 
part in this remarkable story. One day more 
than 30 years ago, inside the Yale Law Li-
brary, a fellow student walked over to Bill 
Clinton and said, ‘‘If you’re going to keep 
staring at me and I’m going to keep staring 
back, we ought to at least know each other’s 
name. Mine’s Hillary Rodham. What is 
yours?’’ [Laughter] That was a good day for 
both of them and the beginning of a partner-
ship unique in American history. So today 
we honor the former first lady of Arkansas, 
the former First Lady of America, the United 
States Senator from New York, Senator Hil-
lary Rodham Clinton. 

Perhaps the Clintons’ greatest achieve-
ment is their daughter, who moved into the 
White House as a young girl and left as an 
accomplished young lady. It’s not easy to be 
a teenager in the White House, but it’s a 
lot easier when you have a loving mother and 
a loving father that Chelsea Clinton had. 

This magnificent Presidential library and 
the American life it celebrates would not 
have been possible without the love and sac-
rifice of a special lady. Among his heroes, 
President Clinton always includes his moth-
er, Virginia Kelley, ‘‘a working woman and 
a widow.’’ Virginia was there when her son 
took the oath of office, and we know that 
she would be incredibly proud of this day. 

The story that began in a little house on 
Hervey Street in Hope, Arkansas, is the kind 

VerDate jul 14 2003 22:24 Nov 22, 2004 Jkt 205250 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P47NOT4.019 P47NOT4



2836 Nov. 18 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2004

of story that inspires people from every back-
ground, all over America. In this great Na-
tion, it is always possible for a child to go 
as far as their talent and vision can take them. 
Visitors to this place will be reminded of the 
great promise of our country, and the dreams 
that came true in the life of our 42d Presi-
dent. The William J. Clinton Presidential Li-
brary is a gift to the future by a man who 
always believed in the future. And today we 
thank him for loving and serving America. 

God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:20 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Gov. Mike Huckabee of 
Arkansas and his wife, Janet.

Remarks at a Presidential Luncheon 
in Little Rock 
November 18, 2004

Thank you all. Mr. President, thank you 
very much, sir. Senator Clinton and Chelsea, 
Mother and Dad—it works every time when 
I say ‘‘Mother,’’ you know? [Laughter] Presi-
dent Zedillo and Prime Minister Peres and 
distinguished guests: Laura and I are really 
pleased to be with you this afternoon. Thanks 
for such gracious hospitality. It is our honor 
to join in dedicating this magnificent library. 
The tour was fantastic. The people of Arkan-
sas are going to love having the library here. 
The people of America are going to love 
coming here. It’s really well done. 

I know many here today were involved in 
creating this impressive library. I want to 
thank you for contributing and helping. And 
I know many here who served in the adminis-
tration that is chronicled here. All of you 
were drawn to the talent and the vision and 
the energy of President Bill Clinton. 

Today we recognize the first person from 
Arkansas to serve as the Chief Executive of 
our country, the first in his party to win re-
election since Franklin Roosevelt, and a lead-
er who filled the White House with energy 
and with joy. 

During 8 eventful years, Bill Clinton ap-
plied tremendous gifts to the service of this 
country and for the cause of peace, and we’re 
grateful for his service. Americans trusted 
their future to a man who deeply believed 

in our future. And Americans continued to 
like the man that he so clearly liked. 

One man’s journey from Hope, Arkansas, 
to the White House, the story told in this 
library, is an American story. It’s a story of 
talent recognized early and lifelong friend-
ships and hard work that was rewarded. The 
boy who shook the hand of John F. Kennedy 
in the Rose Garden has shaken the hands 
of many young people and inspired them 
with his idealism. And this library will carry 
that message into the future. 

Americans look to our former Presidents 
as elder statesmen. In the case of President 
Clinton, the elder statesman is about one 
month younger than I am. [Laughter] His 
public service came early, and his service to 
America has not ended. So on this special 
afternoon I ask you to join me in a toast: 
To the past and to the future of our Nation’s 
42d President. 

God bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. in a pavil-
ion at the William J. Clinton Presidential Center 
and Park. In his remarks, he referred to former 
President Ernesto Zedillo of Mexico; and former 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres of Israel. A tape 
was not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks.

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

November 13
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

November 15
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing and met with the National 
Security Council. 

In the afternoon, in the State Dining 
Room, the President hosted a lunch for 
newly elected Members of the House of 
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